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President Martin meets
with student media
By Jeremy Cummings
@jeremycummings3

Katie Rike | Spartan Daily
Interim President Martin takes questions from the student media in the
Mack Lundstrom Newsroom yesterday.

As part of her efforts to be directly involved with SJSU’s student body, San Jose
State University Interim President Susan
Martin visited the Mack Lundstrom newsroom for a press conference with the Spartan Daily staff yesterday.
“I think there is a need for a president to be
present on this campus and to be fully engaged
in the daily life of the university,” Martin said,
elaborating on what she called, “a pent up
need” for leadership following President Mohammad Qayoumi’s recent departure.
Since some faculty and students have expressed a lack of connection with Qayoumi,
Martin said she has been complimented as a
“breath of fresh air” for many SJSU faculty.
“That’s a high priority for me, to make
the faculty and the students feel that their
input is needed and that we actually listen
to it,” Martin said.

Despite never having planned to be a
university president, she said she takes her
work very seriously.
“I’m never not the president,” Martin
said, referring to her tendency to take her
work home with her.
Martin said she has been “doing her
homework” and learning all she can about
SJSU. She has also been making a strong
effort to interact face to face with students
and said she finds the diversity and passion of SJSU’s student body invigorating.
Her main goal for her year-long presidency is to create a functional and unified leadership team that will be able to serve SJSU’s
needs in the future. One of her colleagues,
Vice President of Student Affairs Reginald
Blaylock, refers to the new leadership as a
dream team and Martin said they have high
hopes for their future at SJSU.
Jeremy Cummings is the
Spartan Daily executive producer.

SEEDS OF CHANGE

Our City Forest plants
hope one tree at a time
By: Matthew Dziak
@bigmattitude

With continuously evolving technological centers and high-rise buildings rapidly
laying claim on our cities’ foundations,
Our City Forest is a mainstay in an effort
to grow urban forestation in the South Bay.
Our City Forest, a nonprofit organization
established in 1994, specializes in forestry
efforts and environmental education in
the heart of the Silicon Valley with goals of
changing the city one tree at a time.
“We provide an array of services for all
communities and we also try to serve lowincome neighborhoods that normally may
not be able to take advantage of the services we provide,” said Rhonda Berry, CEO of
Our City Forest.
Since its inception, Our City Forest has
planted nearly 70,000 trees at local residences, schools and parks.
The organization now offers self-guided
tours that can be done via cellphones.
Once arriving at one of the destinations,

you call the number provided by Our City
Forest which can be found on its website to
begin your journey, examining the types of
vegetation surrounding the area in detail.
“The tours are adventures in the sense
that you go from tree to tree, following a
story,” Berry said. “The point of the tour
is to help people become more engaged
with nature in their city in an adventurous way.”
With three locations including Discovery Meadow at the Children’s Discovery
Museum, Kelley Park and San Jose City
Hall Plaza, the tours aim to bring an interactive perspective to San Jose’s urban
forestry.
Our City Forest also has a nursery, which
grows 90 percent of trees and plants native to California. It is open to the public
Thursday, Friday and Saturday mornings.
The nursery offers a variety of programs
such as Christmas tree rental during the
holidays. People can rent trees from the
see FOREST on page 2

Katie Rike | Spartan Daily
Yei Tochtli Mitlalpilli displays his cultural colors at the 8th annual American
Indian Heritage Celebration.
see HERITAGE on page 2
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nursery and return it back to Our City
Forest where they will either be planted or
used as lumber.
“These trees are from the Pacific northwest and this is a sustainable way of reusing them before they reach their final
destination,” said Flora Kwan, an AmeriCorps service member at Our City Forest.
“It gives you a chance to have a real living tree that isn’t plastic and ends up in the
garbage taking years to decompose.”
Another offering from the nonprofit is
the street-tree program, which assists people
in lining their sidewalks with the perfect tree
while adhering to city mandates.
Another offering from the nonprofit is
the street-tree program, which assists people in lining their sidewalks with the perfect tree while adhering to city mandates.
According to the City of San Jose Tree
Policy, the city requires a property to have
one street tree for any adjacent street.
“Our nursery stock is full of primarily
native oaks, ginkgo plants and red buds,
which bloom into a beautiful purple flower
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in spring,” Kwan said. “We give people a
chance to choose which trees they want
based on the list mandated by the city.”
The efforts of Our City Forest go beyond
providing tree-planting services and special
programs. It just rolled out a lawn-conversion
program designed to combat the drought in
California.
‘The drought tolerant plants and shrubs
are great because they only use about 15
gallons of water per week, where an average
lawn requires hundreds of gallons to maintain per week,” said Curtis Lee, an AmeriCorps service member at Our City Forest.
Lawn-conversion allows homeowners
the opportunity to convert predominately grassy lawns to yards arranged with
drought-tolerant plants.
“We have a community nursery where we
grow a lot of drought tolerant plants, shrubs
and trees because it is important to continue to diversify the urban forest,” Berry said.
“We are also heavily involved in lawn conversions and we have a program that helps
low income seniors and veterans.”
Matthew Dziak is a
Spartan Daily staff writer.

Matthew Dziak | Spartan Daily
Our City Forest is dedicated to increasing community involvement in
urban forestry and servicing the area with vegetation.

Culture celebrated at American Indian event
HERITAGE
from page 1
By Raphael Stroud
@randomlyralph

Saturday marked the 8th annual American Indian Heritage Celebration, an event dedicated to Native American
culture and history.
The celebration was a free affair that ran all day. It began at noon and ended at 10 p.m. while featuring several
dance contests, prayers and a powwow celebration.
Randy Pico was the master of ceremonies for the day, introducing the speakers and performances while providing
participant information, dances and prayers.
Attendees displayed their appreciation and pride of their
culture, through performances such as the Calpulli Tonalehqueh Aztec Dance Group and through the colorful cultural apparel decorated with feathers and beaded jewelry.

San Jose Mayor Sam Liccardo was present along with
Vice Mayor Rose Herrera and Chief of Police Larry Esquivel.
Vendors were set up throughout the building selling a
variety of handcrafted materials such as handbags, ponchos and beaded necklaces. Larry Cly and Miranda Chee
sold replica bows and arrows, as federal law prohibits the
collection and sale of authentic Native American artifacts.
John Balloue, an award winning Cherokee artist, sold
vibrantly colored paintings, depicting various animals
such as a wolves and eagles. It was not his first year at the
event and he said he loved to attend gatherings such as
the celebration to sell his art and to connect with other
American Indians and artists.
“When I was younger I was good at drawing, I loved to
draw. I actually didn’t learn to paint until after I came
back from service,” Balloue said.
Cherokee on his father’s side, Balloue served in Vietnam
and thought about becoming a draft officer before changing his mind to make a business in painting, using his art
as a way to express his appreciation for his heritage.
Vendors were not the only
ones attending the event,
as several city services had
tables as well, including the
San Jose Police Department.
“We’re here because we
want more diversity in the

force,” said officer Tim Wright. “I come to this event every
year for recruitment because I want to see more Native
Americans on the force. I’m one of the few serving right
now.”
Citing Chickasaw heritage, Wright expressed the importance of recruiting from the San Jose community, adding
that the force could use more female officers as well.
The event was sponsored by several organizations as well
as three California tribes: the Muwekma Ohlone Tribe,
Amah Mutsun Tribal Band and the Ohlone/Costanoan
Esselen Nation of the Monterey Bay Area.
The Muwekma Ohlone Tribe had a booth detailing the
history of the group in California along with tools, instruments and other artifacts visitors could examine. SJSU
anthropology lecturer Alan Leventhal serves as the tribe’s
ethnohistorian and stood by the table to share in-depth
knowledge of its history.
He also went into issues the native people faced including loss of land, broken promises from the government
and the American Indian veterans being unrecognized
for their service in World War I.
Leventhal said events such as the Heritage Celebration
are vital in preserving and teaching Native American culture and history, particularly in a society that historically
contributed to the culture’s erasure.
Raphael Stroud is the
Spartan Daily executive editor.

Chican@/Latin@ task force
welcomes new students
By Jose Munguia
@JRMunguia92

Studying Abroad
could give You
an Edge in the
Job Market*
* CNN Article by Imam, J. (2014, April 4).
www.cnn.com/2014/03/25/travel/irpt-study-abroad/

Learn More Today
www.sjsu.edu/studyabroad

The Chican@/Latin@ task force kicked
off its schedule of events with Adelante.
The organization is in its second year of being formally funded, strategically and specifically targeting Chican@/Latin@ students.
Students fi led into the San Jose State Student Union Ballroom. Tables were fi lled
and no seat was left empty as speakers including task force organizer Itza Sanchez
introduced various guest speakers.
Welcome to SJSU or the Spanish translation, “Bienvenidos a SJSU,” was organized
to welcome new students with Chicano
or Latin backgrounds as well as current
members to give them valuable resources.
It was not only organized to help students find resources, but also to help them
find a group of people they can call family.
“Oftentimes students feel homesick and
can’t find anywhere to go—not only for
friends, but for academic help as well,”
Sanchez said. “That’s where we come in.”
The task force is a group where people with
the same background can come together
and interact. Academic advising attempts
to help students throughout their academic
career, culminating into graduation.
Sanchez said she spent over a month
planning the event, but it took years to
have the organization be where it is today.
“This was our kick-off event,” Sanchez
said. “We wanted to connect with students
and have them interact with one another.”
Gladys Hernandez, a transfer student from

De Anza College, attended the event to seek
advice and help on what lies ahead at SJSU.
“I came looking to find a set of people or
organization that can motivate me and I
can tell that the task force are really welcoming and motivated,” Hernandez said.
“I work as well so I’m here trying to find
the resources to help me balance both.”
Interim President Susan Martin made an
appearance not only as a speaker but to interact with the students.
“I think it’s important to be out with the
students and get to know them; I love asking them why they came to SJSU,” Martin
said. “This event is well attended and all
the students I have met so far seem to be
happy and doing well.”
Martin talked about her own feelings of
being homesick and how organizations
such as the task force can help to motivate
students and give them a place they can go.
The event ended past the scheduled time,
yet students stayed in their seats listening to various organization speakers pitch
their reasoning for having students join.
“It spoke volumes seeing the students
stay 30 minutes past the set end time and
still want to hear more,” Sanchez said.
When the event ended people continued
to talk and exchange phone numbers.
Students said they enjoyed their time
throughout the event interacting with one
another, getting information from faculty
and staff.
Jose Munguia is a
Spartan Daily staff writer.
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ALL THAT’S LEFT
Spartan Daily staff writer recounts losing his home and possessions
By Jovanni Arroyo-Camberos
@JovanniArroyo10

I found out I lost almost everything I
worked for over the past three years Friday, Sept. 4, 2015.
A house fire displaced not only me, but
eight other college students as well. On that
morning, my roommate and I woke up early to get a book from Barnes & Noble.
We woke up at 8 a.m. and got back to the
house around 11 a.m. so I could get ready
for work. I put on my usual work costume
and headed out.
I clocked into work at 1:30 p.m. My shift
consisted of the same routine, working as
a cashier.
I was given a break about halfway
through my shift. I sat down in the break
room and noticed I received a voicemail
from my roommate.
That is when all hell broke loose.
My roommate had informed me that our
house was on fire and it started not even 10
minutes after I clocked in for work.
After hearing the news, I left work immediately to look at the situation. On my
way, I could not stop myself from thinking
about all the things I could have lost.
I kept thinking about my furniture,
electronics and most importantly the
baby pictures my mom let me borrow for
a school project—pictures of when I held
my fi rst football and the fi rst portrait I
took with my mom when she was just 16years-old.
My head was swirling at the thought of
everything being damaged and gone.

As soon as I arrived to the scene, I could
not believe what I was staring at. My home
had turned into a crime scene that you see
on TV.
The street was blocked off by police cars
and fire trucks. It was very surreal, some-

The most significant damage came from
the water that made its way down to our
unit. All of our belongings were intact with
the only exception being water damage.
As soon I stepped foot into my room, I
quickly began pulling my stuff out of the

thing I had always seen on TV, but now it
was screaming at my doorstep.
Firefighters surrounded the house when I
stepped out of my car.
They had just finished putting out the fire
and I noticed my roommate from inside,
retrieving some of our undamaged things.
The fire had blown through the windows
of the top floor to one of the rooms and
spread into the houses next to ours.

house. I focused on the small and most important things such as my electronics and
clothes.
As I shoved as much as I could into my
luggage, the Red Cross asked us if we needed shelter for the night.
After packing our belongings, we were
advised to leave our things in the house
in case of potential lead and asbestos contamination. We listened and took only the

Randy Vazquez | Spartan Daily
Jovanni Arroyo-Camberos revisits his former duplex on North 9th Street that was damaged by
two consecutive fires on Friday, Sept. 4 and the following Saturday morning. After a brief stay
in a hotel, he is currently residing in the San Jose State University Campus Village with only a
few belongings. The property has been locked off due to safety concerns.

most important things with us under the
impression our things would be safe.
Our night at the hotel was bittersweet.
We were content in knowing that our
things were safe.
That ended early when we found out a
second fire broke out at 3 a.m. It completely
finished the job this time, destroying what
little was left of the top floor along with the
things we had left inside the house.
As the firefighters were putting out the
fire, I could not stop but to think of everything I had lost. Not only that, I was now
considered homeless. Everything was all
very new to me.
I could not comprehend what happened
and how I should react to this terrible
event that had displaced not only myself,
but the eight other students living in the
house.
I guess what I am trying to say is do not
take anything for granted. Get renters insurance because the little things like that
make the difference.
Many college students do have the mentality like I did at the time to save money,
but at this moment in my life, I regret not
spending money to protect what I had
worked for throughout my college career
thus far.
This day will forever be imprinted on my
life and it is without hesitation that I say
this is the hardest thing I have ever had to
deal with in my life.
Jovanni Arroyo-Camberos is a
Spartan Daily staff writer.
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Car enthusiasts showcase antique vehicles
By Kavin Mistry
@kavinm95

R EV
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People from all around the area drove
their antique cars to San Jose’s History
Park on Sunday.
It was the 15th annual car show which has
been held in San Jose and is the largest antique auto show on the West coast.
The event gave guests the chance to take
a look at antique cars that are owned by
people who drive them in and park them
for everyone to see.
“It’s kind of neat to see the changes over
time, in terms of the appearance of the
cars,” said attendee Samara Stone.
There were people dressed in clothes
from the early 1900s walking around talking to guests about the cars and explaining
how they operated, which gave the event a
more historical feel.
The car styles ranged from tourings, runabouts and speedsters.
“Well, this is a celebration of how the automobile played a part in developing Santa
Clara County,” Model A Ford Club member Chuck Elderton said. “A man named

By Andrew Cypert
@audaciousgreen

Kavin Mistry | Spartan Daily
Vintage Ford cars from the early 1900s that are parked for display in the
middle of the park are fully operational and owned by members of the
Santa Clara Valley Model T Ford Club on Sunday September 13.
Allen Greenburg, with the Santa Clara
County Model T Club, has been the driver
of this event.”
Elderton said a lot of people that come by the
event ask a lot about the history of the cars,
where they came from and who owns them.
“The oldest cars are the vintage Cadillac cars,

they date from about 1908,” Elderton said.
While many people took their time
walking around looking at the cars, some
decided to climb inside to get a feel what
its like to be in the drivers seat.
At the back end of the event, there was
a loud setup of gasoline engines that were

working nonstop.
“This engine right here is called a hitand-miss engine, it uses less fuel, its coasting most of the time, depending on how
much work it is doing,” said Early Day
Engine and Antique Tractor Association
Member Cornell VanDerVeen.
He said the engines they brought to this
event reflect the same operation going on
inside of cars today; it has just been modernized and works more efficiently.
“These engines were used from about 1900
to 1945, and they were used in the rural areas of America and Europe,” VanDerVeen
said. “These engines were being used to basically provide power to all kinds of things,
pumping water, grinding corn and you
name it, anything you need.”
At the end of the event, guests had the
opportunity to see who owned the cars
as their owners drove them away, giving
guests a chance to see how these cars look
being operated by their owners.
Kavin Mistry is a Spartan Daily
staff writer.

Dead men miss no calls

Dying while eating lentil soup is not the
way anyone wants to go. But that is what
happens when you are Gordon Gottlieb in
the play, “Dead Man’s Cell Phone.”
Gordon is an organ trader, but not the kind
you want handling your own organs. He is
more along the lines of the black market.
Although the character is barely introduced throughout the play, it is evident he
is shady—he is a jerk.
It is the opposite for the main character,
Jean. She is an upstanding character. She
takes Gordon’s phone and establishes relationships with the contacts.
Jean spins webs of lies to try to fi x Gordon’s relationships, and in the process,
ruins her own relationships because she
cannot put his phone down. The phone
represents risk and obsession, which are
the recurring themes in the play.

It is during the second act when it really
gets interesting. Every character is sitting
at tables and Gordon is standing.
Throughout the play he is propped strategically onstage so that the audience only
gets glimpses of his character through
other characters’ perception of him. Their
perception is that he is a jerk and actor Scott
Solomon successfully pulls off that persona.
Gordon is arrogant. He is smug. He is confident that the world is his oyster and that his
organ trading is just. This part of the play
is so satisfying it almost hurts. Everything
that the characters had said about him were
absolutely true and with a play that mostly
has good-hearted characters, his contrasting
character adds a nice balance.
There is even a weird post-death scene
with Jean and Gordon which realistically,
would make no sense, but it adds to the plot.
This is the moment Jean finally ditches her
obsession with the phone and takes risks.

The play was well-written and had good
acting but that is not the only thing that
made the experience great. It was as if the
actors were acting just for you.
“We’re creating this world in an intimate
space with people that we’re inviting into
this world,” said actress Kristin Walter
who plays Jean in the play.
“Dead Man’s Cell Phone” has only one set.
There are no changes onstage between the
scenes other than the placement of the furniture and because the company is so small,
the actors all move the furniture themselves.
The play is interesting because the actors
keep up their roles even when they are rearranging the set. They interact with each
other the way they would when the play is
actually happening.
With the single–set format, there are two
walls in the back of the stage that have
stage direction projected on them. I have
never seen a play that does this and it made

me connect with the play and understand
it on a different level.
Apparently Sarah Ruhl has a lot of parts
in the play that are not spoken. The only
way for the audience to understand these
parts is to view the projections, which is a
great idea.
“[Ruhl] has a lot of really funny commentary that the director really enjoyed
and wished that the audience could see,”
said stage manager Marissa Stough.
There are so many levels to this play that
make it interesting to watch. The death, the
lies, the love and the weird cafe heaven. It’s
more like an experience rather than a show.
It plays every Wednesday through Sunday
at the Bus Barn Stage Co, Los Altos until
Sept. 27. Check it out.
Andrew Cypert is a Spartan Daily
staff writer.
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1 Dreary
forecast for
nonfarmers
5 It starts at
the heart
10 Etna spill
14 Climactic
opening?
15 Brains’
alternative
16 Heavy
lagers
17 “Great
job!”
20 Cinders
container
21 Camp
combustible
22 Bana of
movies
24 “You’re it!”
25 Take after
a tailor
26 All-purpose truck,
for short
29 Straddling
31 Barnyard
baby
33 Garment
on the
Ganges
35 It gives the
eye color
37 Bird that
soars
41 Bounty, to
the hunted
44 Make it
harder to
stop?
45 Bird-feeder
contents
46 Give

temporarily
47 Not well lit
49 Cul-de-___
(dead-end
roads)
51 ___ Largo
52 Psychedelic drug, for
short
55 Bro’s
counterpart
57 Soulful
Chaka
59 Abnormally
reduced
alkalinity of
the blood
62 Like a broker going
broke?
66 Environmental
equilibrium
68 Russia,
in WWII
69 Remove,
as a
clothespin
70 Tempests
in teapots
71 “The
Untouchables” man
72 Lessens,
as pain
73 There are
100 in D.C.,
brieﬂy
DOWN
́___ close
second
(barely lost)
́Spanish
liqueur
́ It might

bring you
up to
scratch
́Daughter of
55-Across,
to you
5 From the
beginning
́Bonanza
ﬁnd
́15-ball
cluster
́“Rockin’
Robin” refrain word
́ Coat for
extreme
cold
10 Criminals
break them
11 Succulent
healing
plants
12 Early science-ﬁction
writer Jules
13 Like a
poorly
hung
picture
18 Preﬁx with
“graph”
19 Old-timers
23 “The agony
of da feet”
26 Mail carrier’s grp.
27 Field cover,
for short
28 Great
Lakes city
30 Hypocritically
virtuous
32 Willy Wonka creator

34 Ensured,
as victory
36 Type of
preview
38 Carnival
oddball
39 Daily Planet
employee
40 Small
whirlpool
42 “The
Wizard
of Menlo
Park”
43 Artistic impressions?
48 Billiards
blunder?
50 Dessert
maker
___ Lee
52 Father of
Leah and
Rachel
53 Climb, as
a mountain
54 Certain
pickles
56 Tuscan city
58 ___ much
(less)
60 Month
sections
61 Absorbs
(with “up”)
63 Stocking
shade
64 Bodybuilders pump it
65 “Pro”
attachment
67 Lawyer’s
charge
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Drive like you mean it
By Andrew Cypert
@audaciousgreen

One bad apple can spoil the bunch. This
is true for every situation, especially when
it comes to driving.
Our parents, friends and the people
testing us at the DMV taught us to be safe
drivers. We learned that “cars are deadly
weapons,” and this is true.
There were almost 33,000 fatalities
due to car accidents in 2013, according
to the National Traffic Highway Safety
Administration. More than 10,000 of those
deaths were alcohol related.
At 31 percent, that number is high,
especially when we are constantly told to
not drink and drive.
San Jose Mercury News reported
that a man died while on the Almaden
Expressway near Highway 85 last Monday.

“

People’s lives are at
Peopl
stake when you get
behind the wheel.
You are not the only
one att risk.

died. It is unfortunate, yes, but
there could have been more
deaths had anyone been
driving near him.
Accidents are not
always like this. Many
accidents are like
black holes in that
they tend to suck every
car around them into
the crash just because
the scene is so chaotic.
These kinds of accidents
(and any kind of crash,
really) are the reason why people
need to take responsibility and safe
driving seriously.
People’s lives are at stake when you get
behind the wheel. You are not the only
one at risk.
It is terrible that people drink and drive
because that is when people’s sense of
judgment flies out the window.

Driving is all about communication
and cooperation. Following rules is
important because they were put
there for a reason.
Signaling is not an option. It
is a requirement.
Merging and “zippering”
is not a choice. Both are
requirements on the road.
Not having road rage
and honking your horn
is not a suggestion. It is
something you should know
as a person and abide to.
I do not want this to be
taken as a lecture. We get
enough of that in class. I want this to
be friendly advice.
Be smart. Be courteous. Be a good
driver who knows what they are doing,
and not doing.
Andrew Cypert is a Spartan Daily
staff writer.

”

He flipped his Chevy Tahoe while taking a
turn too fast and was ejected from the car.
A Chevy Tahoe is not a small car. It is
a big SUV and is hard to flip. A Tahoe
weighs an average of 5,500 pounds and is
just over six feet tall.
That is an extreme difference compared
to a 3,000-pound Honda Civic. The man
must have been doing some serious
speeding to be able to flip that car.
He is lucky that he was the only one who

Information compiled by Andrew Cypert
Infographic by Adolfo Oseguera

SJSU needs to improve its
outdated record keeping
By Jordan Alexis
@jaa951

As a fift h-year student at San Jose
State, I have seen a lot of
things change on this
campus—transformation
of the Student Union,
better looking dining
commons, a new healthcare center and many
other improvements.
The school has
been under constant
construction since before I
arrived, and with new dorms
being built, it looks as if the
construction will continue once I leave.
There are some things at SJSU that sadly
have not changed in my five years here.
The never-ending struggle for classes and
parking lot wars are some of the bigger
problems I find annoying.
The thing that gets under my skin the
most though is the constant back and
forth a student must go through just to
make any academic changes. The paper
processing that would seem obsolete in
such a tech savvy area is the main way of
getting things done at SJSU.
During my junior year, I was ready to
declare my major and minor, which I
thought would be a quick and easy process.
It ended up being just the opposite— a

constant back and forth to get multiple
signatures and advisers not being available
for appointments, which delayed my process.
In the end, I found myself more confused
than disappointed by the whole
thing. There has to be an
easier way to do this,
right?
I have watched
as this school has
made many different
upgrades, but for
some reason things
like this have fallen by
the wayside.
Do we really need a new
student union and healthcare center? Or do we need a better
and faster way of getting our students the
academic help they need?
This is not only an SJSU issue, but an
issue I feel should be looked at as a whole
throughout the California State University
system.
If you search all 23 of the schools in
the CSU system, a majority of them
still require paper processing to make
academic changes.
California State University, Long
Beach and California State University,
Northridge are two schools who use
online processing when it comes to
academic changes.
Think about how much easier things

could be if students were able to make any
necessary changes from their MySJSU
account. Or, if advisers would submit
those changes right then and there while
you meet with them.
I find myself looking at so many useless
tabs on MySJSU, it often seems like they
made them just to fi ll a required number.
Yet Oracle’s PeopleSoft, which is the
framework that SJSU and more than 900
other institutions use, is praised for its
usefulness by technology review sites such
as G2 Crowd and Trust Radius.

“

This iis not only an
SJSU issue, but an
issue I feel should
be looked at as a
whole throughout
a State
the California
ystem.
stem.
University system.

”

Perhaps I am overlooking some of the
hidden gems on MySJSU and not being
resourceful enough. But if it has not moved
me closer to an easier graduation process,
which is what I care about, then I doubt it
is noteworthy.
Jordan Alexis is a Spartan Daily
staff writer.
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Spartan
bowling
ready
to roll for
incoming
season

Jordan Alexis | Spartan Daily

By Jordan Alexis
@jaa951

Senior Jon Nakagawa attempts to pick up a spare during a practice round at the 4th Street bowling
alley. Nakagawa came to San Jose state for the sole purpose of joining the SJSU bowling team.

The San Jose State bowling team is preparing for what
they hope will be a successful run at a national title this
season. During the last two seasons, the team has been
able to make a name for itself finishing third in nationals
in 2013 and fourth in the national rankings at the end of
the 2014 season.
Last year was a season fi lled with personal accomplishments for the team, which finished fourth in the national
rankings.
Psychology junior Michael Tang became the first player from San Jose State to win the Intercollegiate Singles
Championship and both he and his brother Darren Tang
received All-American honors.
“We were definitely that team that went from zero to
100,” Darren Tang said.
However, even with the amount of accolades that came
their way, the team overall was unable to reach its ultimate goal of a national championship.
“We rode a lot the moment from two years ago,” said Jon
Nakagawa a senior and member of the team. “And that
carried us through the first half, then unfortunately the
tires just kind of fell off.”
The team got off to an extremely hot start winning their
first 11 tournaments (and 12 out of 13 total), but struggled
at the end of the year in sectionals later and that carried

over to nationals.
SJSU ended up losing to Robert Morris and Lindenwood
University in nationals play. Lindenwood also defeated
SJSU in 2013 in the final four of the tournament.
The 2014 nationals was not as close, however, as SJSU
was defeated 4-0 in disappointing fashion.
“It was disappointing,” Darren Tang said. “We knew we
had more to offer and we just didn’t put it out there and I
feel like that is the worst thing you can do.”
Going into this season the team will be looking to rewrite the wrongs at the end of the 2014 campaign.
The roster is going to look a little different this year with
the team having to replace a few players from last year’s
team which they considered a “very tight-knit group.”
“We’ve been fortunate that through our four or five
years here we’ve had the same group of guys, and that really took us far,” Nakagawa said.
Nakagawa is one of the players the team will have to replace because he used up his four years of playing eligibility.
However, two people who will be returning are brothers
Darren and Michael Tang, which should definitely keep
the team in strong competition for a national title. Not
only are they two All-Americans, but Michael Tang will

also be looking to win a second MVP award this season.
The team also still has head coach Lindsey Wong, who
was named 2014-2015 Kerm Helmer Coach of the Year.
The club held tryouts this past weekend in search for
some new talent to replace those who left.
Tryouts were a four day process where players bowled
five to six games Friday through Sunday. The lanes were
given at different oil patterns to test a player’s ability to
adjust.
“We’re looking for players with the desire to dedicate
themselves to be better,” Wong said.
Jordan Alexis is a Spartan Daily
staff writer.

SEND A LETTER TO THE EDITOR
SPARTANDAILY@GMAIL.COM

SJSU women’s soccer
6$1-26(67$7(81,9(56,7< team falls to USF Dons
By David Bermudez
@BermudezDave
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In their third game in five days, the San
Jose State women’s soccer team lost 3–1 in
a non-conference match against the Dons
from the University of San Francisco on a
windy Tuesday afternoon at the Spartan
Soccer Field.
San Jose State (2–3–2) kept possession early
in the match and their one-and-two-touch
passing allowed them to open up the Dons
defense, making it easy for them to attack
and get shots off.
Ten minutes into the game San Jose almost put one into the back of the net when
Spartan senior forward Darlene Rodriguez
started the attack. She passed the ball back to
midfielder Samantha Orodpour who crossed
a pass into the box for Dorthe Hoppius, but
her header was blocked by Dons goalkeeper
Madalyn Schiffel.
The Spartans continued to attack and in
the 25th minute senior forward Mireya Wathen-Mayorga received the ball at the top of
the 18-yard box and shot it high past the outstretched arms of Schiffel, only to be denied
by the upper crossbar.
As the ball bounced off the bar and into
the air, the sun temporarily got in the eyes of
Schiffel causing her to lose sight of the ball,
which allowed Rodriguez to pounce on the
rebound and shoot it in giving San Jose State
a 1–0 lead.
“Positives would be that we’re always first to
score,” Rodriguez said. “The negative would
be that we kind of calmed down. When you
score you’re calmer and say ‘oh we’re winning.’ That’s when we need to rev it up and
keep our tempo up when we play.”
The lead did not last long after a mix up by
the Spartans’ defense forced them to make a
slow pass back to goalkeeper Zoe Makrigiannis, who was pressured by Dons midfielder Samantha Jennings.
Makrigiannis’ pass to clear the ball away
was blocked by Jennings, and she was able to
kick the ball into the back of the net and tie
the game 1–1 in the 31st minute.
San Jose nearly went ahead in the closing,
seconds before halftime when Orodpour
took the ball deep into the box but Schiffel
made a diving save.
Once the second half started, all of the momentum started to go San Francisco’s way.
They became the aggressors and the Spar-

tans began repeatedly turning the ball over,
allowing San Francisco to continue to counter attack on their mistakes.
The Dons were able to take advantage of a
tired Spartan team when midfielder Amanda Whittle started a counter attack and took
it all the way only to have her shot saved by
Makrigiannis.
But the rebound bounced around in the
box, finding the foot of Jennings who gave
San Francisco a 2–1 in the 66th minute.
The Dons were able to put the game away
3–1 nine minutes later on a corner kick
where Whittle’s cross found the head of defender Sydnie Telson, who easily put the ball
in the goal.
“I thought we played well, especially in the
first half,” said Spartans head coach Lauren
Hanson. “In the second half, they had more
of the momentum of the game. I think we
need to finish more of our opportunities on
goal. They finished on their opportunities.
We just ran out of gas.”
Although the Spartans were tired, they
continued to fight on and in the final 10 minutes they appeared to catch a second wind
and started to control the game again and
push up field.
But the Spartans last-ditch effort was not
enough to get another goal because their
shots were easily saved or went wide.
“I thought that was one of the best games
we played in the first half. I’m disappointed
that we lost because I feel like we should have
won,” said sophomore defender Myia Wilkes. “We just need to clean up a couple of
mistakes and finish our chances and we can
be one of the best in our conference.”
Despite the loss, Hanson said she feels confident the team is heading the right direction.
“I think our team is coming together,”
Hanson said. “I know the result doesn’t show
it but we really are playing good soccer right
now. We just need to fix the unforced errors
that we’re having in the back and in goal and
continue to have more of a killer instinct
when we attack.”
The Spartans will next face their final nonconference opponent Sunday at 1 p.m. when
they host California State University Northridge.
David Bermudez is a Spartan Daily
staff writer.

